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Adventurous Oktoberfest 
by Elizabeth Bechtold

This year’s Oktoberfest at the Muir 
Woods Club House was a very adven-
turous and great success even though 
it was pouring rain, P - O -U - R - I - N 
- G. Attendees ranged from 8 months 
old to 88 years old. There was lots of 
color from people wearing their Ger-
man traditional wear (Trachten) and 
decked out with umbrellas, raincoats, 
and galoshes. There was a sizable 
crowd, many more than expected for 
this rainy fest.

The live music by the Internationals, 
played for the first time at our club, 
was festive and easy to dance to. They 
played traditional Bavarian songs, and 
also songs from present-day Oktober-
fest in Munich, Germany, like “Sweet 
Caroline”. There were foxtrots and 
waltzes, polkas and schottisches. We 
had a full dance floor of wet festgoers 
singing and dancing to their songs.

Many young people were in attendance, 
and when they played the chicken 

dance, the dance floor was full of chil-
dren grooving to the beat. Hopefully, 
we can resume the long tradition of 
Kinder Fest games in the meadow next 
year with better weather.

The Fest Meisters, Molly, Julie, and 
Carson did a great job planning and 
creating a beautiful festival by over-
seeing all the people and managing 
the volunteer shifts. Amanda Bech-
told, perspective member, and her 
grandmother Elizabeth sold salty, hot 
pretzels to the beer drinking crowd for 
five hours. Also involved were Audrey 
and Ali, who assisted in the organizing 
of the fest along with the Fest Meisters. 

Jason, the head chef, and his kitch-
en crew served up superb barbeque 
meats and apple pie for dessert. He 
even pleased the vegetarians with the 
vegetarian sausages and delicious, 
fresh salads. Thanks to all the volun-
teers, who did their jobs with enthusi-
asm and a smile! 

President Walter saved the day when 
the power to the bandstand went out 

and he fixed it. That’s when the Inter-
nationals took their break and were 
served a delicious lunch in the dining 
hall. They even led us in German beer 
drinking songs while all of us raised 
our steins. 

The club looked great, and many of us 
toured the newly built storage room 
under the dining hall, constructed by 
Ben Lindhal and his helpers. At the end 
of the Fest, Club Caretaker Dave drove 
the elderly up the hill in the jeep with 
his exquisite navigation of the steep, 
windy road. This was definitely a Fest 
to remember!

30 Ridge Ave.  
Mill Valley, CA 94941 

Brianna Darlington, Editor 
bulletin.tcsf@gmail.com

The Nature Friends of California

Oktoberfest in the rain! 

The SF Branch October Quarterly Meeting will be on Zoom on October 12th at 6:30 PM. Meeting ID: 863 9460 1369

→ Don't miss the mail-in Dues Subsidy Application on page 3!  → Or the Help Wanted section on page 5!

http://touristclubsf.org
mailto:bulletin.tcsf%40gmail.com?subject=
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TC HIKING CLUB  
by Janet Miller  
hiking@touristclubsf.org 

September hike from clubhouse 
to the Presidio Yacht Club
We had amazing views of the bay and 
SF. A great group and we always have 
fun. No matter your ability please join 
us or let us know what type of hike 
might work for you.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE COMMITTEE  
Questions or to RSVP email Scott  
Stanley: oac@touristclubsf.org

In September one intrepid prospective 
member joined for a night trek after 
the workday. We hiked from the Tour-
ist Club and went to Tam's East Peak 
for a magnificent sunset and stayed 
to witness the Harvest Moon rise all in 
crimson over the Bay. Then we made 
our way back down by the light of the 
moon after it turned silver.

**A detailed email will be sent out for  
all the Rocktober OAC events soon.

Sunrise Mtn Bike Ride 
Sunday, Rocktober 9, (pre-workday 
adventure) 

Leave the TC parking lot at dawn-30 
and ride to Tam's East Peak's shoulder, 
West Point Inn, Pantoll Campground, 
down Coastal View Trail to Muir 
Beach-up Dias Ridge back to the TC to 
JOIN THE WORKDAY. Please RSVP 
for the workday separately on the Club 
website so the awesome kitchen crew 
knows you're coming. RSVP no later 
than 10/7 for the ride.

Membership Update
by Karoline Hatch-Berens 
membership@touristclubsf.org

Please see the application for the 
2023 Subsidy in print in this Bul-
letin and online at https://tinyurl.
com/dues-subsidy-app-2023. We will 
accept up to 15% of the membership at 
a subsidized level. Each member must 
apply separately. Applicants will not 
receive a reply, instead, the subsidized 
dues level will show on your dues slip, 
mailed next month. The deadline to 
apply is Nov 11, 2022. Please spread 
the word. ¶ For all applicants in 2022, 
pandemic expansions of the Fest hours 
and the events that count toward the 
social requirement have sunsetted and 
we are back to the historical events 
counting toward both Fest hours and 
social events. Organizers of events 
can approach the board to sanction 
their event (please do!), but without 
that explicit permission, there are no 
additional social events or Fest hours 
in 2022. ¶ Please save the date of 
November 19 as we will be once again 
hosting a hike, New Member Mixer, and 
history committee lecture. This event 
was well-attended and well-liked when 
we did it in 2019, and will be a potluck 
for those who wish to attend the Mixer 
portion of the event. ¶ We received no 
applications in September.

Monthly Board Meeting 
Announcements
https://touristclubsf.org/members/
minutes/ 
Minutes from last month's meeting 
(and previous months!) can be found 
here along with the agenda for next 
month (generally posted several days 
before). Our next meeting is on Octo-
ber 9, you can join via Zoom!

Heidelmann Minutes
https://touristclubsf.org/members/
heidelmann-minutes/ 
We have continued posting Heidel-
mann minutes online here! Non San 
Francisco Club Members (e.g. Oakland 
and LA members) can read Heidel-
mann and Corporation Minutes by 
using USERNAME “Naturfreund” and 
PASSWORD “bergfrei”. 

Hike from TC to Presidio Yacht Club

Night trek after the September workday

Crosstown Trail Hike Postponed 
Our SF crosstown trail hike has been 
postponed from October to the spring. 
We are looking for help with planning. 
It is a 16-mile hike in the city and there 
is the opportunity to do just a section 
or the entire hike depending on your 
interest. It is a great way to visit neigh-
borhoods in SF that you may likely 
never see.

TC to downtown Mill Valley and 
back up the Dipsea steps
Saturday, October 15

This is a 5-mile hike, and I will share 
more details via MailChimp communi-
cation closer to the date. 

Save the Date: Camping at 
Pt Reyes Coast Camp
Thursday, November 10 

I've reserved a GROUP site at Pt. 
Reyes' Coast Camp the night of Thurs-
day Nov. 10. The following day is Vet-
erans Day, so no school. This will be a 
family-friendly adventure. My 9 and 11 
year old girls are joining. We can hit the 
trails after breakfast on 11/11 for some 
fun before going back home. Berg Frei!

Rock Climbing at the 
fabled ‘Gunks, Upstate NY
Sunday, Rocktober 21–23 

I'm taking my girls to go cragging in 
Upstate NY. There will also be hiking 
and trail biking and the Orionid meteor 
shower. FYI, this is a pretty hard-core 
trip with primitive campsites. RSVP no 
later than 10/15.

mailto:hiking@touristclubsf.org
mailto:oac%40touristclubsf.org?subject=
mailto:membership@touristclubsf.org
https://touristclubsf.org/members/minutes/
https://touristclubsf.org/members/minutes/
https://touristclubsf.org/members/minutes/
https://touristclubsf.org/members/heidelmann-minutes/
https://touristclubsf.org/members/heidelmann-minutes/
https://touristclubsf.org/members/heidelmann-minutes/
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San Francisco Branch Events

Sunday, October 9, Dawn
Sunrise Mtn Bike Ride 
see OAC for additional details.

Sunday, October 9, 10 am–2:30 pm

Workday and Board Meeting 
Please RSVP For the Workday by using the form provided 
on the member’s page, or by using the following link:  
forms.gle/Po2hmM2b4mbedjTR6

Saturday, October 15, 2–4 pm 
Lars Savage Memorial Bench Dedication
An informal event to dedicate the new bench at the SF club 
in memory of late member, Lars Savage; all members are 
welcome to attend and members who wish may share mem-
ories/thoughts about Lars. There is no cost to attend. No 
reservations are required, but all are encouraged to bring 
an afternoon snack to share (this is not a meal) after the 
bench dedication. This event will take place mostly on the 
bar deck and in the garden.

Saturday, October 15 
Hike from TC to downtown Mill Valley and back up 
the Dipsea steps
This is a 5-mile hike, and I will share more details via 
MailChimp communication closer to the date.

Sunday, October 16, 1–4 pm 
Happy Hour to Honor our Old-Timers
The event will be held from 1–4 pm on the dance floor with 
appetizers available. The cost is $15.00 and reservations 
must be made online. Tickets are required for admission. 
The honorees for 2022 are 25 Years: Jane Slusser, Vaughn 
Stephens, and Linda Nelson: 40 Years: Angelo Vinciguerra 
and Gino Vinciguerra, 50 Years: Renate Bixby, Janet Mac-
Cormack, and Karla Robinson, 60 Years: Janet Griggs and 
Daniel Jacobson. Come and enjoy hearing our Honorees’ 
memories of their years of membership in The Nature 
Friends.

Sunday, Rocktober 21–23
Rock Climbing at the fabled ‘Gunks, Upstate NY 
see OAC for additional details.

Nature Friends
San Francisco Branch
30 Ridge Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941 

TO
URISTENVEREIN

D
IE N AT U R F R EU N

D
E

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP DUES SUBSIDY 2023
 

Fill out and mail to �e Nature Friends, Attn: Membership Secretary, 30 Ridge Ave. Mill Valley, CA 94941

Application Window Closes November 11, 2022. All 
mailed applications need to be in-hand by this date.

Name:

I am between the ages of  18–24 (inclusive) Check here if applies

Signature:

Email address:

Street Address:

City, State ZIP

Subsidies will be granted �rst-come, �rst-served, based on post-mark, and will be granted to up to 
15% of membership. Also available online at tinyurl.com/dues-subsidy-app-2023. Please note, 
physical distance from the club (ie, living out-of-state, for example), or noting your dissatisfaction 
with the increased membership dues amount, are not valid reasons for requesting a subsidy. 

I hereby state that, due to �nancial hardship, I am 
unable to pay the full $300 membership rate and 
request the subsidized dues level.

More pictures of the rainy Oktoberfest

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH7x45OAYX-lwZQPyuG0Mc8USJRI5h2bvPJ1trRSL1eObCgQ/viewform
http://tinyurl.com/dues-subsidy-app-2023
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President's Message
By the time you get this, the Oktober-
fest will be over. A big thank you to 
everyone who attended and created 
the party atmosphere. I’m so grateful 
to those members and prospective 
members who volunteered at the fest 
—the day wouldn’t have happened 
without you.

Regional Park Hike
Three members attended the hike on 
September 24 in Reinhardt Redwood 
Regional park. We met at the Canyon 
Meadow Staging Area and hiked along 
French Trail, through the shade of the 
redwoods. It was a brief and pleasant 
hike with surprisingly few people on 
the trail for a weekend. Thank you, 
Jina and Stefan for joining me on a 
lovely morning. 

Membership
If you have not paid your 2022 dues 
and would like to continue your mem-
bership, please send a check for $200 
to the Oakland Nature Friends, attn: 
Kass Day-Seiter, Membership Secre-
tary, 3115 Butters Drive, Oakland, CA 
94602.

Please note: members who have not 
paid for two years will automatically 
lose their membership and be removed 
from the membership list.

Prospective Members
We are happy to introduce ONF’s pro-
spective members!

• Katie Doyle (January, 2022)

• Jacci Souza (February, 2022)

• Peter Souza (February, 2022)

• Torsten Moeller (April, 2022)

• John Nelson (June, 2022)

• Heike Mitchell (September, 2022)

• Susanne Mitchell (September, 2022)

• Karin Bagot (September, 2022)

• Tim Murphy (September, 2022)

Members, if you happen to meet any of 
them at the club, please be sure to say 
hello and give them a warm welcome! 
We look forward to them all becoming 
full members very soon!

Oakland Branch
(510) 531-2930 
thenaturefriendscorporation.org 

3115 Butters Drive 
Oakland, CA 94602 

David Cole, Editor 
david@run-stop.com

Left: Oktoberfest. Right: The ladies at the 
Kaffeeklatsch enjoying a competitive game of 
Rummikub.

Workday Cooks
What would our workdays be without 
our awesome cooks! We need volun-
teers to provide lunch for the work-
days. No special skills are needed! If 
you would like to be responsible for a 
day, or would like to help out the cook, 
please let us know at  
oaklandnaturefriends@gmail.com.

October: Beth Greene

November: Shelley Kelly

December:

January:

February:

March:

April:

http://thenaturefriendscorporation.org
mailto:david%40run-stop.com?subject=
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Oktoberfest
by David Cole

It was a beautiful Autumn day as I ambled down the drive-
way towards the clubhouse, realizing it was the first time 
I had walked down since the driveway was repaved and 
improved. That was a huge project that had happened 
under Loren's careful guidance during the Covid shutdown; 
and since then, every time I had visited the club, I had just 
blissfully driven down the winding road, not noticing all the 
work that had taken place while so many other activities 
had been suspended. In fact, there was much about the 
property that I saw with fresh eyes, even though I had been 
aware of most of the components. There was the recently 
completed, movable fence that demarcated the entrance 
between the parking lot and the festivities. There was the 
beautifully redone dance floor that just looked so good in 
the sunlight. All the railings around the dancefloor and 
bandstand—with the custom cutouts and painted deco-
rations—looked as good as I have ever seen them, and the 
picnic tables and umbrellas all added to the charm. Despite 
all the challenges we have had over the last two anda half 
years, the property looks as good as I have ever seen it in 
the over twenty years I have been coming. That is a huge 
accomplishment that we cannot overlook.

Everything was set for a great afternoon. There were lots 
of kids present and people had really thought of several fun 
activities to entertain them. In addition to the classic nail 
game—where people race to drive big nails in a huge board 
—there was also a special cape-making craft table where 
children got to make shiny, colorful capes and ran around 
like superheroes. The kitchen was cranked up in high gear 
serving delicious German food and there was a huge desert 
table with lots of cakes and treats. The bar had several dif-
ferent kinds of German beers on tap and was doing a brisk 
business. We had a great three-piece band that moved 
through several different styles of music but was definitely 
at its best when the amazing Schuhplattler group per-
formed their many fantastic dances. I was very happy to see 
a lot of people on the dance floor, all enjoying themselves.

It was also exciting to see several members who have 
recently moved away but came back to be with us for this 
event. I'm thinking about Anke and Hans who have moved 
to Nevada and Washington, respectively. Seeing them there 
reminded me of what a bond the club has with its members. 
There were also many new and prospective members; but 
overall, it was a much smaller crowd that we have been 
accustomed to, before the pandemic. We are being hit by the 
double whammy of people being out of the habit of coming to 
the club—after the multi-year absence—and the fact that we 
can no longer advertise to the general public about our fests. 
The forced change in the way that we can take in money 
means that when people buy tickets and food, it now has to 
come through a member and not through someone whose 
only association with the club is that one particular time.

For example, I had two guests who I invited, and I paid for 
their tickets and their food. That money was now associ-
ated with a member (me) and would not present any issues 
to the tax status of the club. Of course, this is a different 
and much more complicated way of bringing people to our 
events. Every member now has a role in promoting the club; 
but we can also think of it as a very nice way to make sure 
that the guests who come feel welcomed and connected. 
I met several people who were there for the first time and 
were really enjoying it. That was all because the member-
ship reached out to their friends and invited them to this 
event. (It is also a great opportunity to expand our mem-
bership.) I know that our organization has all the pieces 
in place to secure the long-term success of the club, but it 
does mean that every member has to help out by inviting 
friends to the few big fests we have, and also to volunteer 
their time by helping with the many tasks including set up, 
work during the event and clean up. We had barely enough 
people to make sure things went smoothly, but several peo-
ple had to work multiple shifts and there were some open 
positions that never got filled. 

It was a lovely afternoon filled with lots of great personal 
connections, but also a meaningful reminder that we all 
have to work together to make sure that the club succeeds 
and is able to navigate these challenging times.

Oktoberfest.
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Help Wanted— 
All Branches

Interested in getting more involved? 
Not sure how? Here are some ways that 
you can help Naturefriends succeed!

SF Branch Board Position
Membership Secretary, 2023
Help the club keep track of members 
and dues! This vital position requires 
some computer literacy (mainly for 
a database) and willingness! Contact 
membership@touristclubsf.org if 
interested or with questions.

SF Branch Board Position
Treasurer, 2023
Do you have bookkeeping skills? 
Finance experience? The club needs 
you in 2023! Contact treasurer@
touristclubsf.org if interested or with 
questions.

SF Branch Kitchen 
Cook for a Workday
Hi all, getting close to the end of my 
interim stay here in the kitchen. I really 
want to ask membership to step up and 
cook a meal. I am sure we can help you 
plan a wonderful luncheon, just ask. 
Contact jasonreedbaron@gmail.com

ONF Branch Kitchen
Cook for a Workday
What would our workdays be without 
our awesome cooks! If you would like 
to help out, especially for September, 
please let us know at  
oaklandnaturefriends@gmail.com.

Upcoming Hikes and 
Events 

Tuesday, October 11, 11 am 
Game day/Kaffeeklatsch 
Please remember that on the second 
Tuesday of every month, at 11 am, our 
members are welcome to meet at the 
Oakland clubhouse to play some fun 
games. One of them is Rummikub, 
a fast-moving game that combines 
elements of the card game rummy 
and mahjong. Please come and join 
us: the more the better. It is nice to sit 
together and enjoy each other's com-
pany. Besides the games we play, we 
also have coffee and cake. Please put 
it on your calendar and come be a part 
of the fun. If you have a new game you 
would like to introduce us to, please 
feel free.

Tuesday, October 11, 7 pm 
Quarterly Member meeting and 
Board meeting
Please join us for the fall quarterly 
meeting. This month, we should have 
details about the outcomes of the 
Oktoberfest. This will be a Zoom meet-
ing – a link to the meeting will be sent 
out in early October. https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/84354103736

Sunday, October 16th, 11 am–4 pm
German Day 2022, Golden  
Gate Park
German Day is a day to celebrate Ger-
man culture and music. It is sponsored 
by UGAS-SF, the Deutscher Musikv-
erein of San Francisco, and the Excel-
sior German Center at the Altenheim 
in Oakland. The event will be open to 
the public and free of charge. It will be 
held in Golden Gate Park, at the band-
shell between the DeYoung Museum 
and the California Academy of Sci-
ences. There will be performances, 
information about German organiza-
tions, children’s activities and a Bier-
garten. Food will be available, or you 
can bring your own picnic. For more 
information or to volunteer during the 
event, go to www.sfgermanday.org.

Saturday October 29
Mount Tamalpais Hike
We have changed the Mt. Tam hike to 
the 29th so it doesn’t conflict with the 
German Day. The hike will be around 
Muir Woods, possibly focusing on the 
Dipsea or Steep Ravine trails. More 
information will be sent via email. Meet 
at ONF at 8:45 am. Bring a picnic lunch 
to either have on the trail or at the end 
of the hike. The 5 to 7-mile hike is mod-
erate with a few steep hills through the 
redwoods and has comfortable shaded 
areas. Please leave your dogs at home 
since they are not permitted on many 
of the trails.

Sunday, November 20
Garden Committee Fundraiser 
The garden committee is planning a 
fundraiser for Sunday November 20th 
at the club and we will be making bird 
houses. Everyone is welcome: young 
and old. Details to be worked out, 
look for more information in the next 
Bulletin.

November 20–December 18
World Cup watch parties 
World Cup 2022 is scheduled from 
November 20th – December 18th. ONF 
will be hosting some watch parties—
check out the November Bulletin for 
more details!

Oakland Branch Calendar
Tuesday, October 11, 11 am
Game day/Kaffeeklatsch

Tuesday, October 11, 7 pm
Quarterly member meeting/
Board meeting

Sunday, October 16
German Day in Golden Gate Park 
2022

Saturday, October 29 
Mount Tam Hike

Saturday. November 5, 9 am
Workday

mailto:membership%40touristclubsf.org?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40touristclubsf.org?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40touristclubsf.org?subject=
mailto:jasonreedbaron%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:oaklandnaturefriends%40gmail.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84354103736
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84354103736
https://www.sfgermanday.org
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Los Angeles Branch
(626) 355-0117 
naturefriendsla.org 

423 Yucca Trails 
Sierra Madre, CA 91024 

Zak Clark, Editor 
zak.pence@gmail.com

IN MEMORIAM 

Ken Symington
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of our dear 
caretaker, Kenneth A. Symington. Ken 
performed various valuable roles in his 
40-plus years with Nature Friends LA, 
including caretaker, accountant, mem-
bership secretary and board member. 
His organizational skills, focus and 
fiery tenacity were essential in rescu-
ing the Los Angeles branch from its 
past financial struggles and leading it 
to a state of excellent fiscal health and 
renewed membership engagement. 

Ken was born in Cuba to English and 
Cuban parents. In 1949, he moved to 
the USA to attend Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute in Troy, New York 
where he graduated with a degree in 
Chemical Engineering. He then went 
on to graduate studies in business 
administration in New York and Michi-
gan State colleges. 

He worked for many years in several 
major American corporations as an 
executive in national and international 
operations. He was Assistant to the 
Chairman of the Board, and eventually 
President of a major division of a For-
tune 500 corporation in the healthcare 
field, after which he “retired.” Ken then 
bought and managed four franchises 
in the Pasadena area for several years, 
after which he retired completely. In 
addition to his corporate endeavors, he 
is also a published author and trans-
lator and has given many group tours 
of the Amazon. In the 2000s, Ken also 
developed an avant garde theater 
troupe, the Invisible Theater, which 
played for ten seasons. He was a man of 
many interests and a voracious reader.

There are few volunteers at any orga-
nization who can boast of such a long 

and successful tenure. Ken loved the 
club dearly and was the caretaker for 
nearly a third of our branch's history! 
He will be missed greatly, and we plan 
to honor his legacy by continuing his 
mission of securing our club's future 
for decades to come. Though he is 
gone, he remains a touchstone and an 
example for what it takes to be a suc-
cessful leader and visionary. 

Kenneth Symington del Canal passed 
away at home on Friday, September 16, 
2022, from congestive heart failure. He 
was born, also at home, on January 17, 
1932, in Havana, Cuba. The LA branch 
will announce a celebration of his life at 
a later date.

PAST SOCIAL

Homemade Pizza Party
On Sunday, September 11 we hosted 
a pizza party for members and their 
guests. Attendees brought toppings 
and sides, while our long time board 
member Bruce made the pizza dough 
from scratch. Bruce has been hard at 
work learning the fine art of baking in 
culinary school, and we were happy 

to enjoy the fruits of his education. 
The event was well attended and gave 
everyone a chance to mingle and enjoy 
the beautiful day. 

UPCOMING SOCIAL

Oktoberfest
Our most popular event of the year! 
Bring your family, friends and a favor-
ite side dish to share at our German- 
themed potluck!

The entry fee is $15 and includes one 
plate of sausage, side items and a drink 
(beer, wine or soft drink). Those who 
wish to join the club will receive a free 
plate of food with the purchase of a 
one year membership for $40. October 
16 at 2–6 pm. Event details subject to 
change, please check out the website 
for updates. www.naturefriendsla.org

Clubhouse Updates
The Clubhouse and dormitory are 
in excellent condition and no major 
repairs are anticipated in the near 
future. We did need to remove a trop-
ical, non-native tree from outside the 
dormitory building. The falling fruit 
from the tree had been a nuisance for 
some time, dirtying up the surround-
ing patio and attracting many insects 
and being tracked inside by guests. 
There may be plans to replace this 
tree with a native species, which will be 
more drought tolerant and offer more 
abundant shade. 

Also, due to a generous donation from 
a new member, Jim Neuman, we have 
purchased a new grill for our Biergar-
ten, just in time for Oktoberfest. This 
new grill is far superior to our old one, 
which was probably fifty years old and 
had no modern features. We look for-
ward to firing it up this fall.

Ken Symington

https://www.naturefriendsla.org
http://www.naturefriendsla.org
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Heidelmann Lodge
(530) 426-9947 
heidelmannlodge.org 

19880 Donner Pass Road 
Soda Springs, CA 95728 

Ed Boscacci, Editor 
eboscacci@comcast.net

September at the Lodge
Dennis and crew were busy cutting and stacking wood over 
several weekends. One problem, the fire marshal does not 
allow us to stack wood near the Lodge during fire season. 
We agree. So, the wood will need to be moved once the fire 
season is officially over. We are not sure when that will be. 

When it does happen, we are looking for a golf and wood- 
moving weekend. Golf on Friday, move wood on Saturday. 
Anyone wishing to come up Saturday is welcome to help. 
With enough help, we should be able to complete this in 
less than a day. Anyone interested in golf on Friday, contact 
Lrittweger@aol.com. “But when?” you ask. Unfortunately, 
we do not know. It should be late October or early Novem-
ber. If you contact Lori, she can give you the update.

Also accomplished over Labor Day was the sanding and 
painting of windows. This is an on-going task and more win-
dows need repair. We would appreciate someone taking on 
a couple more of the windows before winter sets in.

The past few Bulletins included a warning that unclaimed 
goods would be tossed. This happened. A significant 
amount of junk was cleared from the Lodge. This allowed 
cleaning of the 3rd Floor. Please do not bring “stuff ” to the 
Lodge that you are donating without committee approval. 
Less is more for us.

Reservations are no longer needed to visit the Lodge. You 
will still need to show your proof of COVID vaccination.

We are accepting member-sponsored groups the winter. 
We have seen a lot of pent-up interest and have a busy 
schedule this winter. Weekends with groups are listed on 
the Heidelmann web page calendar.

The Martin Luther King and Presidents weekends will be 
for members and their guests. You are especially encour-
aged to invite some of our newer members up with you on 
these weekends. It is a good way for them to meet members 
in a fun, social environment. We have a kid-friendly hill for 
sledding and snow play. We are very close to several ski/
boarding and groomed cross country resorts. I was told 
that Sierra Club will be grooming a cross country trail that 
passes by the Lodge that will be free to use. (No guarantee).

UPCOMING EVENTS

New Years
Heidelmann Lodge is hosting a 2023 New Years Party. 
Activities vary with what the crowd wants, but expect activ-
ities that are fun for all. You are responsible for your meal 
and beverage of choice. We provide midnight snacks. Please 
email Lori Rittweger if you plan to attend, as we need a head 
count to buy the midnight snacks in advance and to make 
sure that we are not over capacity: Lrittweger@aol.com. 

Top: Sierrahaus stood 1930–1943, until it was burned down. Bottom, 
left: Construction of Heidelmann Lodge in the late 1940s. Bottom, right: 
Completed Heidelmann Lodge in the summer. 

Heidelmann Committee Meetings take place on the last Thursday of every month at 7pm on Zoom. All SF and ONF 
members welcome. Meeting ID: 875 5161 8813 

→ Heidelmann Committee Meeting Minutes available: https://touristclubsf.org/members/heidelmann-minutes/  
 to read, use USERNAME “Naturfreund” and PASSWORD “bergfrei”. 

https://www.heidelmannlodge.org
mailto:eboscacci%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:Lrittweger%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:Lrittweger%40aol.com?subject=
https://touristclubsf.org/members/heidelmann-minutes/
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Pictures of work and play over the Labor Day work weekend at  
Heidelmann Lodge. 



The Nature Friends 
Bulletin
California Edition

Our Bulletin is a private publication 
of the Nature Friends, Inc., intended 
solely for the information, use, plea-
sure, and benefit of its members. Views 
expressed in articles appearing in 
Our Bulletin are those of the article’s 
author and not necessarily those of the 
Nature Friends, Inc. We welcome and 
encourage your comments.

Deadline for next Issue:  
Friday, November 4, 2022

Bulletin Available Electronically

E-mail is the best way to receive 
the monthly bulletin. Not only 
will you get it earlier, but also the 
photographs can be fully appreci-
ated in color. Not to mention the 
whole save a tree thing. Sign up 
today: S. F. & Oakland members, 
send your name and e-mail to Amy 
Hobbs-Sutter at ahbbs2@aol.com

The Nature Friends
30 Ridge Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
Tel: (415) 388-9987

FIRST CLASS 
Address Service Requested

CHIEF EDITOR 
Inge Schnars: ingeschnars@gmail.com

SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH NEWS 
Brianna Darlington:  
bulletin.tcsf@gmail.com

SAN FRANCISCO CALENDAR, 
PRINTING & MAILING 
Joyce Johnston:  
joycelucy@comcast.net

OAKLAND BRANCH NEWS 
David Cole: david@run-stop.com

LOS ANGELES BRANCH NEWS 
Zak Pence: zak.pence@gmail.com

HEIDELMANN NEWS 
Ed Boscacci: eboscacci@comcast.net

E-MAIL DISTRIBUTION OF  
SF BULLETIN
Amy Hobbs-Sutter: ahbbs2@aol.com

EMAIL DISTRIBUTION OF OAK-
LAND BULLETIN AND PRINTING 
AND MAILING FOR OAKLAND 
BRANCH 
Inge Schnars: ingeschnars@gmail.com 

LAYOUT FOR THIS ISSUE
Karoline Hatch-Berens:  
tcsfmembership@gmail.com 
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